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SOUTH COAST TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A committee of the Santa Barbara County  
Social Service Transportation Advisory Council 

 
Friday, April 8, 2005 

 
Community Room – Westside Community Center 

423 West Victoria Street 
Santa Barbara 

 
 

Members Present 
 
Petra Löwen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Rene Andrade Easy Lift Transportation 
Randy Cummings National Federation of the Blind 
Julie Kahn Transit User 
Howard Kraus (Vice-Chair) R & D Transportation 
Brad Parks SB County Department of Social Services 
Victor Suhr Santa Barbara Hsg Auth Resident Council 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
 
Others Present 
 
David Beerman Santa Barbara Hsg Auth Resident Council 
Mimi Little R & D Transportation 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Petra Löwen called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM and initiated a round of 
introductions.   

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Petra Löwen asked for public comment.  There was none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Randy Cummings, seconded by Julie Kahn, the SCTAC Minutes 
of February 11, 2005 were unanimously approved.  

 
4. RECEIVE SUMMARY OF THE SBCTAC MEETING 
  

Ruth Garcia explained that since the SBCTAC meeting of March 29, 2005 had been 
postponed until April 12, 2005, there was no update.  However, Ms. Garcia did give an 
overview of the upcoming SBCTAC meeting agenda items. 
 

5. TRAVEL TRAINING 
 

Mimi Little of R&D Transportation gave a presentation on the travel training services that 
are offered by R&D.  Ms. Little provided some materials and explained that travel 
training includes safety training and proper street crossing.  In addition, there is a help 
line that clients can call if they encounter difficulties during travel. Ms. little explained that 
clients are interviewed after being referred by their social service agencies for 
appropriateness to use the fixed route system, rather than the demand response 
system.  Using fixed route transit not only is a cost savings to the transit/public agencies, 
but it also affords more independence for the user (client).  Ms. Little expressed concern 
that there was a lack of new referrals for travel training.  There was general discussion 
regarding the possible reasons for a lack of new referrals and suggestions given for 
outreach to inform the social service agencies and public about travel training 
opportunities. 
 
Some of the issues discussed was the lack of new residents with disabilities moving into 
the South Coast area, as more group and residential homes are being closed and that 
more outreach to and involvement by social service agencies may be helpful in reaching 
those needing travel training services.  Brad Parks discussed the potential of working 
with the Department of Rehabilitation and Rene Andrade suggested outreach to the 
Braille Institute.  Julie Kahn suggested that Ms. Little make a presentation to the Tri-
Counties Regional Center Board on travel training.   

 
6. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia presented an overview of the Transit Needs Assessment report, and the 
findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet.”  Ms. Garcia gave a brief overview on 
the pubic participation process, public testimony, findings of “unmet need” and 
“reasonable to meet” and policy considerations, which included discussion on farm labor 
transportation in the Santa Maria Valley, a North County long range regional transit plan 
and review of the TDA definitions.  Ms. Garcia highlighted the service improvements by 
the North County transit agencies and identified the trend of jurisdictions allocating more 
LTF Article 8 funds to transit and less to streets and roads.  Ms. Garcia also highlighted 
South Coast transit issues which, although subject to this process, continue to be 
worked on through SCTAC and with SBMTD. 
 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Howard Kraus, the draft 2005 Transit 
Needs Assessment and the findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet” were 
approved by SCTAC without comment. 
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7. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
 Ruth Garcia provided an update on the process of the Regional Transportation Plan 

(RTP) and its Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  Ms. Garcia explained that the recent 
work that has been done, has been on the technical aspects of traffic modeling, by Bill 
Yim, and traffic and air quality analysis by Jim Damkowitch.  Ms. Garcia gave a brief 
explanation of how the analysis is used in the RTP and for the EIR.  David Beerman 
asked if the County spilt would have any impact on the RTP.  Ms. Garcia explained that 
for the 2005 RTP, it would not.  However, if there were a county split, it would impact 
future RTPs. 

 
8. COMMUNICATONS 
  
 There were no communications. 
 
9.         ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Members of SCTAC expressed concern that a representative from SBMTD has not been 
present at the last several meetings.  Victor Suhr requested, which was supported by the 
SCTAC members, that at the next SCTAC meeting, a representative from MTD be at the 
meeting and that there be a presentation by MTD on the follow issues: 
 

 Update on the bus shelter installation plan 
 Update on ADA accessibility for all bus stops 
 Implementation of a bus stop at Westside Community Center 

 
Petra Löwen stated that she has been working with the Housing Authority (City of Santa 
Barbara) regarding encroachment on some of their land adjacent to the Westside 
Community Center for a possible location for a bus stop, and with a local Boy Scout 
troop that wanted to participate in a community service project (to work on the 
installation and upkeep of the stop).  Ms. Löwen stated that she would keep SCTAC 
updated on this project. 
 
Julie Kahn announced that she would not be able to attend the April 12, 2005 SBCTAC 
meeting as she would be attending an advocacy meeting in Sacramento at the Capitol.   
 
Ruth Garcia announced that she had accepted a position with the Port of Long Beach 
and would be leaving SBCAG at the end of the month.  Ms. Garcia stated that during the 
interim, Michael Powers would be the liaison to SCTAC. 

 
10.      NEXT SCTAC MEETING DATE 
 

The next SCTAC meeting will be held Friday, May 13, 2005 at 1:30 PM at the Westside 
Community Center, Santa Barbara. 

 
11.      ADJOURN 
 
 Having no other business, Petra Löwen adjourned SCTAC at 2:20 PM. 
 
 
 


