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SOUTH COAST TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A committee of the Santa Barbara County  
Social Service Transportation Advisory Council 

 
Friday, May 14, 2004 

 
Community Room – Westside Community Center 

423 West Victoria Street 
Santa Barbara 

 
 

 

Members Present 
 
Petra Löwen (Vice-Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Rene Andrade Easy Lift 
Randy Cummings National Federation of the Blind 
Rachel Grossman SBMTD 
Julie Guzman City Community Services 
Julie Kahn Transit User 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Bill Sudman MS Society 
Victor Suhr Santa Barbara Hsg Auth Resident Council 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Michael G. Powers SBCAG 
 
Others Present 
 
Julian De Anda City of Goleta, Community Services Dept. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Petra Löwen called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM and initiated a round of 
introductions.   
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Bill Sudman asked about Sue Verhasselt’s departure from Easy Lift.  Michael Powers 
replied that budget cuts at Easy Lift resulted in staff reductions and Sue’s departure.  
Michael distributed a card for Sue from SCTAC. 

Randy Cummings expressed a concern that there was an increasing trend in bus drivers 
not announcing stops.  Randy also cited an incident in which the driver did not look in 
the right side mirror before pulling out and indicated that this was also becoming more 
common. Rachel Grossman said she would mention these incidents to the head of MTD 
driver training to reinforce standard practice to address these concerns. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Petra Löwen asked for public comment.  There was none. 
 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Petra Löwen read the Minutes.  Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Randy 
Cummings, the SCTAC Minutes of March 12, 2004 were unanimously approved with the 
phrase, “…public hearing…,”  in the next to last sentence of item 10, replaced with, 
“…public meetings…”  
 
 

4. MTD TRANSIT SCHEDULE PROPOSAL FOR 2004-2005 
  

A.  Presentation by Rachel Grossman, MTD 
 
Using a chart and a handout entitled “SBMTD Approved Service Changes for September 
2004”, Rachel Grossman presented a summary of service changes.  She outlined recent 
improvements such as the purchase of new 30’ Gillig buses with two wheelchair 
positions.  She described proposed service enhancements such as improvements to 
reliability of lines 6 and 11, additional trips to Carpinteria, and two morning and afternoon 
trips to Presidio Springs.   She then described service cut backs such as elimination of 
line 13x and 26x express services.  She said the changes would take place on 
September 7th and that new bus books would be available three weeks ahead of service 
changes.   She added there were two outstanding issues still under review, elimination 
of New Years Day service and service to the Westside Center.  Rachel concluded by 
encouraging attendance at the May 25th MTD board hearing on this issue.    
 
Julian De Anda asked about the source of the low sulphur fuel and Rachel replied that 

 MTD participated with LAMTA in a bulk purchase and their allocation was stored on site 
 for MTD use. 
 
 B.  Update on transit user community group accessing Westside Community Center- 
      Presentation by Petra Löwen. 
 

Petra Löwen indicated there were on-going discussions with MTD.  She stated seniors 
on the assisted lunch program wanted to attend every day but could not afford Easy Lift 
fares.  She believes there is a real need for a bus to the Westside Center.  Rachel 
Grossman stated that the surveys indicate that some could more easily access the 
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Eastside Center but choose not to.  She thanked Petra for the survey data.  Petra 
thanked Rachel for coming and talking to the clients.  This issue will be the subject of 
continued examination by both individuals. 

 
5.  INTERCOMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICE 
 

Michael Powers provided an overview of the final Intercommunity Transit Service 
Implementation Plan (Lompoc – VAFB – Santa Maria).  He stated the plan was up for 
consideration of approval by the SBCAG board at the May meeting.  The next steps 
would be preparing the funding request to amass the money to lease the buses.   
 
There were no questions or comments from the SCTAC members. 

 
6. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

 
Michael Powers distributed copies of the 2004 Transit Needs Assessment.  He thanked 
SCTAC members for their contributions and mentioned that advisory committee 
members are now prominently referenced at the beginning of the document.  Michael 
also said there would be ongoing discussions on the farmworker transportation issue 
and that staff would keep SCTAC apprised.  

 
There were no questions or comments from the SCTAC members. 

 
7.        ADA ACCESSIBLITY/CURB CUTS 
 

Julian De Anda discussed the City of Goleta priorities for ADA/curb cut and transit stop 
accessibility.  He handed out a list of 55 curb cut projects and indicated that major roads 
and school zones were the cities first priorities.  Rachel Grossman asked for an 
electronic copy of the file.  Rachel and Victor Suhr asked about access on the Fairview 
over-crossing.  Using the chalk board, Julian showed a separate pedestrian ramp which 
is accessed off Calle Real just west of Fairview.  Julian will look to see if there is 
sufficient and proper signage to direct persons to the ramp which is the safer crossing.  
SCTAC members expressed their appreciation to Julian for his presentation and he 
expressed his interest in receiving the member’s opinions on curb cut priorities. 

 
8.         COMMUNITCATIONS 
 
            Michael Powers indicated that there were no special communications. 
 
9.         ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Petra Löwen announced that the next SCTAC meeting would be on September 10, 
2004, at the Westside Community Center.   

 
10.        ADJOURN 
 
   Having no other business, Petra Löwen adjourned SCTAC at 2:30 PM. 


