
 
 

 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

SOUTH COAST TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A committee of the Santa Barbara County  

Social Service Transportation Advisory Council 

 
Friday, March 12, 2004 

 

Community Room – Westside Community Center 
423 West Victoria Street 

Santa Barbara 
 

 

 

Members Present 
 
Sue Verhasselt (Chair) Easy Lift 
Rene Andrade Easy Lift 
Randy Cummings National Federation of the Blind 
Rachel Grossman SBMTD 
Julie Guzman City Community Services 
Julie Kahn Transit User 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
Brad Parks SB County Department of Social Services 
Bill Sudman MS Society 
Victor Suhr Santa Barbara Hsg Auth Resident Council 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
 
Others Present 
 
Melody Jorgensen Transit User 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Petra Löwen called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM and initiated a round of 
introductions.   
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Petra Löwen asked for public comment.  There was none. 
 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Petra Löwen read the Minutes.  Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Victor 
Suhr, the SCTAC Minutes of November 14, 2003 were unanimously approved.  
 
 

4. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the final draft of the 2004 Transit Needs 
Assessment and findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet”.  There was 
discussion regarding the specifics of service provision on the South Coast.  Rachel 
Grossman announced that bike racks will be provided on all 30 and 40 foot MTD buses 
by June 30, 2004 and that limited short line Sunday service will be provided on Line 14.  
Sunday service will be provided on Line 14 form Presidio Springs to the transit center 
beginning in September (2004).  Ms. Grossman stated that MTD was currently in 
discussions with the City of Goleta regarding the issue of transit service and ADA 
accessibility needs of the residents of the UCP residential complex on Shirrell Way. 
 
There was consensus among SCTAC members that the SBCTAC members should 
approve the Transit Needs Assessment and findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to 
meet” at the upcoming SBCTAC meeting. 

 
 
5. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an update to the Regional Transportation Plan, giving an overview 
of the project list updates and providing information on Smart Growth, Transit Oriented 
Design and multi-modal connectivity.  Ms. Garcia reviewed with SCTAC members the 
impact of the 101 in Motion on the South Coast application of project updates and the 
Regional Transportation Plan.  There were no questions or comments from the SCTAC 
members. 

 
 
6.         ADA ACCESSIBLITY MEETING 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the ADA accessibility meeting held at the new 
SBCAG and APCD offices at 260 N. San Antonio.  Petra Löwen and Justine Blevins, 
SCTAC members, participated in the meeting.  Petra Löwen discussed some of the ADA 
accessibility issues that were pointed out such as the walkway ramp leading to the front 
entrance not being clearly marked, railing along the pathway that stopped at a landing 
that was confusing, difficulty with opening of the front door, inset thick pile carpeting in 
the lobby that was difficult to maneuver over, difficulty maneuvering in the restrooms and 
a non-compliant handicap parking area.  Sue Verhasselt (Easy Lift), who had provided 
transportation for Justine Blevins, stated that Justine had commented that it was a very  



SCTAC Minutes – March 12, 2004 
 

 3

positive experience and believed that it was a good educational meeting for all in 
attendance. 
 
Ms. Garcia distributed a letter for SCTAC approval, to thank the participants for their 
concern of ADA issues.  Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Victor Suhr, the 
letter for distribution was unanimously approved. 

 
 
8.         COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
             There were no committee reports. 
 
 
10.        COMMUNITCATIONS 
 

Rachel Grossman discussed the possibility of altering the route of the Crosstown Shuttle 
to respond to the request for a bus stop to be located at the Westside Community 
Center.  Ms. Grossman distributed a hand-out identifying the existing route structure and 
possible changes to the route to provide for a stop at the Westside Center.  There was 
general discussion regarding what the need was, who the transit users might be and the 
communities that they may be coming from.  It was determined that more information 
needed to be gathered to provide the background necessary to make a determination on 
altering the Crosstown Shuttle route.  Sue Verhasselt and Petra Löwen would research 
the issues and provide further information to Ms. Grossman.  In general, it is believed 
that it is not the distance from the current stop to the Westside Center; rather it is that 
the pathway is on a steep incline and makes it a very difficult walk for senior citizens and 
the disabled.  Ms. Grossman also announced that MTD would be having public hearing 
in April (2004) regarding changes to the bus services for the 2004-2005 schedule.  Ms. 
Grossman encouraged SCTAC members to attend. 

 
 
11.       ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Ruth Garcia announced that the SBCTAC meeting would be held on Tuesday, March 
30, 2004 at 1:30 PM at the Central Coast Water Authority in Buellton.  Sue Verhasselt 
stated that Easy Lift would provide transportation to Buellton for the SBCTAC members 
and interested SCTAC members who wished to attend.  

 
 
12        ADJOURN 
 
 Having no other business, Petra Löwen adjourned SCTAC at 2:40 PM. 


