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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Joe Rye called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM and initiated a round of introductions. 
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Joe Rye asked for public comment and there was none. 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Matt Dobberteen seconded by Susan DeWit, the NCTAC Minutes 
of February 8, 2005 were unanimously approved. 

 
 

4. RECEIVE SUMMARY OF SBCTAC MEETING 
 

Ruth Garcia provided a summary of the SBCTAC meeting of February 8, 2005.  Ms. 
Garcia highlighted comments presented to SBCTAC by the Coalition of Sustainable 
Transportation (COAST), including the request for SBCTAC to consider the definition of 
“unmet need” as adopted by the SBCAG Board, public testimony from the farmworkers 
regarding unmet transit needs and for SBCTAC to make a presentation to the SBCAG 
Board at the January public hearing on transit needs regarding these issues.  Ms. Garcia 
also noted that SBCTAC elected Petra Löwen as Chair and Joe Rye as Vice-chair, and 
that Petra presented the SBCTAC letter to the SBCAG Board at the February public 
hearing.  Ms. Garcia also added that Jonathon Whitt, SBCAG staff, was at the meeting 
providing Spanish language translation.  Carol Herrera asked how many attended the 
SBCTAC meeting and Ms. Garcia estimated total attendance at 27.    
 
 

5. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
Ruth Garcia provided a status report on the RTP update. She indicated most of the work 
this past month was technical report preparation including development of the traffic 
analysis.  She estimated that it would be 1 to 2 months before a draft was issued for 
public review.  Mr. Watson asked about the status of CMAQ funding. Michael Powers 
replied that with improvements to air quality, SBCAG expects to loose its future CMAQ 
apportionments and this will be a significant blow to transit funding.  Joe Rye asked if 
this means air quality conformity assessment is no longer required and Mr. Powers 
responded affirmatively, but only after Congress approves the new federal transportation 
bill.  Matt Dobberteen asked how frequent the RTP is updated.  Mr. Powers replied that 
in general it is every three years, but may be more frequent, e.g., additions due to 
projects that result form the 101 in Motion project.  Joe Rye asked how the FTIP relates 
to the RTP and Mr. Powers replied that the Plan is a long term 25 year vision for the 
county, whereas the FTIP is a programming document for shorter term specific projects.   
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6. UPDATE ON LOS ALAMOS TRANSIT SERIVCE 
 
 Matt Dobberteen provided an update on Los Alamos transit service.  Mr. Dobberteen 

stated that while ridership was low, it was meeting ridership forecasts.  Mr. Dobberteen 
stated that the service has been in existence for one year in April and that changes to 
service provision are being implemented to improve ridership.  Mr. Dobberteen added 
that the service schedule has been changed from Tuesday/Thursday, to 
Tuesday/Saturday and riders are driven to their chosen destination in Santa Maria.  Mr. 
Dobberteen asked for input on opportunities to publicize the service.  Susan DeWitt 
recommended the following: advertisements in the school newspaper as it goes to all 
houses, display ads at the Post Office, unique bus stop signage, contact with the Senior 
Center, and publicity at local events, e.g., Los Alamos Days.  Kirk Spray indicated he 
would provide schedule information to VCTC clients.  Joe Rye advocated labeling the 
bus with a Los Alamos identity.  Barry Stotts suggested that the bus be displayed at local 
events and a meeting be held with PTA representatives.  Harry Watson indicated that 
the bus can be used for transporting groups of people and a larger bus can be made 
available if demand exceeds current seat capacity.  Matt Dobberteen expressed his 
appreciation for the suggestions. 

 
 
7. TRANISIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
 Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the staff report and the Transit Needs Assessment, 

including an update on the public hearing testimony and correspondence, and 
specifically how public comments and policy issues were addressed.  Ms. Garcia 
complemented the response of SMAT to the service requests and the County on their 
interest in investigating the feasibility of a pilot van pool program for agricultural workers.  

 
 Barry Stotts asked if the definitions remained the same for this year.  Ms. Garcia and Mr. 

Powers replied yes, but that the definitions will be re-examined next year.  Susan DeWitt 
asked that Table 12, page 14 be clarified.  Carol Herrera expressed concern that the use 
of 2000 census data may not reflect current needs.  Mr. Powers agreed that for fast 
growing areas this may be the case but that decennial census data is the primary source 
of information on these demographic characteristics.  

 
 Following a motion by Kirk Spry, seconded by Polly Blevins, NCTAC unanimously 

approved forwarding the Transit Needs Assessment and findings to SBCTAC.  Mr. Spry 
expressed his appreciation to Mr. Rye for the responsiveness of Santa Maria to 
requested service improvements.   

 
 
8. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There were no communications. 
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9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Ruth Garcia distributed an SBCAG staff report and letter to Greyhound about impending 
service reductions.  She also distributed a copy of the SBCAG publication “Newswire” 
and asked if members were not receiving it and wanted to be on the distribution list they 
should let SBCAG know.  Barry Stotts asked if the publication was distributed to radio 
and TV stations and Jonathan Whitt replied affirmatively.  
 
Joe Rye announced the launch of the new intercommunity transit service, “The Breeze,” 
in three weeks and indicated he would notify members once a date and time was firmed 
up.   

 
 
11.  NEXT NCTAC MEETING 
 

The next NCTAC meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 7, 2005 at 1:30 PM at the City of 
Santa Maria.   
 

 
12. ADJOURN 

 
Having no other business, Joe Rye adjourned NCTAC AT 2:25 PM. 

 
 


