
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF MEETING COMMENTS 
 
 

NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A committee of the Santa Barbara County  
Social Service Transportation Advisory Council 

 
Tuesday, December 7, 2004 

 
Moon Room – Ruffoni Building 

110 S. Pine St. 
Santa Maria, CA 

 
 
 
Members Present 
 
Joe Rye (Chair) City of Santa Maria – SMAT 
Susan DeWit Transit Advocate, Los Alamos 
Barry Stotts  Community Action Network 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
 
Others 
 
Cadman Owens SB County Grand Jury 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Joe Rye called the meeting to order at 1:40 PM and initiated a round of introductions. 
Cadman Owens from the Santa Barbara County Grand Jury was in attendance.  Mr. 
Owens expressed an interest in learning more about regional transportation issues and 
transit for regional mobility.  It should be noted that there was not a quorum for this 
meeting, therefore all items were informational only. 

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There was no public comment. 
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3. MINUTES 
 

Following a review of the minutes, it was noted that there were two spelling errors to be 
corrected.  

 
 
4. METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and 
explained the reason for the Plan and its relationship to the ongoing Regional 
Transportation Plan.  Ms. Garcia referred members to the staff report and identified key 
areas of updates.  There was general discussion on rail and multimodal connectivity.  
Joe Rye asked for clarification on the project list, in which Ms. Garcia described the 
process for the update of the project list.  Ms. De Wit noted the comprehensive and 
informational nature of the MTP and complemented the work that SBCAG staff did in 
completing the document.  Ms. Garcia stated that Michael Powers had contributed 
significant time and effort to the project and that there were major contributions from all 
planning staff members.  Although there was not a quorum, there was consensus among 
those in attendance that the draft MTP should go forward to the SBCAG Board for 
consideration of adoption. 

 
 
5. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an update on the Transit Needs Assessment process.  Ms. Garcia 
explained that the social service representatives on NCTAC were conducting focus 
groups with the disabled community and that she was still working with Santa Ynez 
Valley People Helping People and Guadalupe Head Start for focus group opportunities.  
Ms. Garcia stated that she is also still working with Allan Hancock College, Santa Maria 
campus, to gather data regarding some type of limited evening service.  Ms. Garcia 
asked Joe Rye to provide an update of the focus group held on November 30th with 
representatives of Santa Maria farm workers and their families.  Mr. Rye stated that it 
was a very productive and informative meeting.  Those areas identified for evaluation of 
potential service included Bonita School, SR 166 – identifying safe drop off locations 
within walking distance to the fields, and an AM/PM commuter bi-directional loop – 
identifying safe drop off locations on paved maintained roads within walking distance to 
the fields.   
 
Ms. Garcia noted the translation service provided by Jonathon Whitt, a member of Traffic 
Solutions/SBCAG.  Ms. Garcia stated that Mr. Whitt is not only fluent in Spanish, but had 
also lived in Mexico and was able to interact with the farm workers in a culturally 
sensitive manner which enhanced the exchange of ideas. 
 
There was general discussion on transit in the North County.  Mr. Rye stated that at the 
SMAT Riders Advisory Committee Meeting, the topic of Unmet Transit Needs was 
discussed.  The committee agreed that Sunday service hours should be extended.  Ms. 
Dewit asked for an update on the Los Alamos shuttle program.  Ms. Garcia stated that 
she would place it on the February agenda. 
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6. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There were no communications. 
 
 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Joe Rye gave an update on the implementation process for the intercommunity transit 

service between Santa Maria, Vandenberg Air Force Base and Lompoc.  Mr. Rye stated 
that the available TDA funds are already being used in preparation for the start up of the 
service and that it appears that the CMAQ funding should be available for use by 
January.  Mr. Rye also stated that buses are on order and should be delivered by the 
end of March, projecting an April 2005 start date.  Mr. Rye stated that the buses are the 
Optima Opus, 30’ low floor, medium heavy duty diesel, with commuter amenities to 
include upgraded seating and electrical outlets.  Mr. Rye stated that upcoming RFPs 
including marketing, a procurement consultant and an operations RFP.  Ms. Garcia 
requested copies of the RFPs and requested that SBCAG be able to review the 
Operations RFP as well. 

 
 Mr. Rye also gave an update on the pending transit center.  Mr. Rye stated that the 

Santa Maria City Council approved the general plan amendment and zoning for the 
Boone and Miller street location.  Mr. Rye stated that the center will now go through 
environmental review and he does not expect construction to begin until Summer of 
2005. 

 
 
10.  NEXT NCTAC MEETING 
 

The January NCTAC meeting will not be held in order to hold the SBCTAC meeting on 
Tuesday, January 11, 2005 at 1:30 PM at the Central Coast Water Authority, Buellton.  
The next NCTAC meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 1:30 PM at the 
Central Coast Water Authority, Buellton. 

 
 
11. ADJOURN 

 
Having no other business, Joe Rye adjourned NCTAC at 3:00 PM.   

 
 
 


